Fannin County Environmental & Habitat Protection
ORDINANCE 2025-03
Revised September 9, 2025

Whereas, a significant portion of the land mass of Fannin County, Georgia, is forest or
wilderness; and

Whereas, the areas natural resources are a positive asset for both the citizens and visitors
to the area; and

Whereas, ongoing efforts to enhance and preserve the community’s character and natural
resources are essential to the continued quality of life that is enjoyed by all;

Whereas, it is the intent of this ordinance to protect, preserve, and promote the health,
safety, and welfare of the citizens of Fannin County, Georgia; and

Whereas, it is the intent of this article to establish standards that will reduce excessive
community noises, which are harmful and otherwise detrimental to individuals and to the
community in the enjoyment of life and property and in the conduct of business. At the same
time, it is also the intent of this article to balance the rights of property owners producing sound
in the pursuit of business, recreation, or maintenance with the rights of property owners who may
be receiving these sounds; and

Whereas, the Fannin County Board of Commissioners, after deliberation and the
receiving of input at public hearings, has found that in order to achieve its stated objections, it is
necessary and proper to:

1. Encourage systematic practices in the use of outdoor electrically powered luminaires,
consistent with conserving energy and maximizing the benefits to the citizenry;

2. Allow for the continued nighttime utility, safety, security, and productivity; to foster
the nighttime use of property; and to protect the privacy of residents;

3. Reduce light trespass, obtrusive light, and sky glow, and to reduce roadway glare and
extreme variations of illumination, to which elderly drivers are particularly sensitive;

4. Preserve and enhance the natural nighttime visual environment of the county;

5. Preserve the views of the starry sky, encouraging the enjoyment of their aesthetics, the
education of the public in the sciences, and the astronomical study of celestial bodies;

6. Safeguard and preserve the migratory patterns of wildlife and encourage preservation
of natural habitats;

7. Minimize excessive noise that may negatively impact economic development,
tourism, and residential areas, making it difficult for employees, visitors, and residents to enjoy
activities and places;



8. Allow for the necessary production of sound which may be necessary and unavoidable
when conducting business, property maintenance, or recreational activities;

9. Acknowledge that working together, the rights of the property owner producing sound
and the rights of the property owner receiving the sound produced can be effectively balanced,
which is an objective of this ordinance;

10. Acknowledge that uncontrolled, excessive noise could be a hazard to the public
health, safety, and quality of life for those who visit, reside, or work in Fannin County, and must
be adequately and equitably regulated.

Now therefore, the Environmental & Habitat Protection Ordinance is designed to
safeguard and preserve the natural environment of the area.

Section 1. Environmental & Habitat Protection

1t is the intent of this ordinance that residential and commercial lighting does not disturb
neighboring properties, and further does not disturb or disorient native animals, migrating birds,
and insects. It is the further intent of this ordinance that amplified noise be such so as to
minimize its impact on third parties or animals. The objective and overall intent and purpose of
this Ordinance is to:

A. Reduce the adverse impacts of outdoor lighting on wildlife habitat and human health.

B. Preserve community character and natural beauty of the County.

C. Permit reasonable uses of outdoor lighting for nighttime safety, utility, productivity,
security, and enjoyment.

D. Minimize light pollution, light trespass, glare, and offensive light sources.

E. Provide a nighttime environment that includes the ability to view stars and planets against
a dark sky.

Section 2. Exterior Lighting

A. This criteria shall apply to all residential and commercial exterior lights.

B. Outdoor lighting shall be extinguished between 12:00 PM (midnight) and
sunrise.

C. At all other times, exterior lights should be used only as needed. All light
should have a clear purpose.

D. Direct light so it falls only where it is needed. Use shielding and careful
aiming to target the direction of the light beam so that it points downward
and does not spill beyond where it is needed.

E. Use the lowest light level required and be mindful of surface condition, as
some surfaces may reflect more light into the night sky than intended.

F. Controls such as timers or motion detectors to ensure that light is available
when it is needed, dimmed when possible, and turned off when not needed
are encouraged.

G. Use warmer color lights where possible. Limit the amount of shorter
wavelength (blue-violet) light to the least amount needed.



H. Exemptions: The following lighting shall be exempt from the lighting
standards contained in this Ordinance.

i. The use of safety and security lights, such as motion sensor lights, shall
be limited to the minimum number to achieve their functional roles and
where practical.

ii. Emergency Lighting. Emergency lighting that is only turned on in the
event of a power failure or site-specific emergency when an alarm is
activated.

iii. Emergency Services Lighting. Searchlights, floodlights, laser source
lights, strobe or flashing lights, or any similar high intensity lights are
permitted for use by police, fire, medical, or utility personnel or at their
direction.

iv. Flag poles with the American Flag flying are supposed to be illuminated
at all times and are therefore exempt.

Section 3. RESTRICTIONS ON USE OF SOUND AMPLIFYING EQUIPMENT

It is the intent of this ordinance that noise levels are controlled in order to protect the
public health, welfare, and quality of life of residents and visitors within the County, as well as
preserve the natural tranquility of animal environmental habitats. Additionally, the State of
Georgia has recognized, and the County of Fannin agrees, that it is necessary and appropriate to
regulate the discharge of firearms, as well as the use, ignite, or causing to be ignited any
fireworks or consumer fireworks. To that end,

A. All persons are encouraged to keep noise levels at a minimum in order to
provide for the natural tranquility of an area, Additionally, no person shall use
or cause to be used sound amplifying devise or equipment at any place outdoors
in the unincorporated areas of Fannin County, except in accordance with this
ordinance. Sound-amplifying devices or equipment means any machine or
device for the amplification of the human voice, music, or any other sound.
Sound-amplifying equipment shall not include standard automobile radios
when used and heard only by the occupants of the vehicle in which the
automobile radio is installed. Sound-amplifying equipment, as used in the
article, shall not include warning devices or authorized emergency vehicles or
horns or other warning devices on any vehicle used only for traffic safety
purposes.

B. Sound amplifying devices and equipment:



it

Shall be operated in a manner that directs sound, to the extent feasible, toward
open unoccupied space and away from any residential area. For the purposes of
this article, residential area means any real property that contains a structure or
building in which one or more persons reside.

Shall not be used outdoors between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m.
Sunday through Thursday and not between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 6:00
a.m, Friday and Saturday except when other time limitations have been
approved as a condition of any other ordinances of the County or otherwise
approved by the Board of Commissioners for one-time event under a special
event permit.

C.  Exemptions: This ordinance shall not be construed to apply to the use of
sound amplifying equipment or devices under the following circumstances:

1.

ii.

iii.

iv.

vi.

Sound amplification equipment or devices used on private owned property,
where the sound produced does not carry beyond the real property line.
Radios, stereo systems, televisions and other, similar, audio equipment,
when the volume does not exceed the volume of normal conversational
speech.

Sound amplification equipment or devices used on emergency vehicles or
by government employees in connection with any activity undertaken for
the protection of the public health or safety.

Sound amplification equipment or devices used as part of an organized
school related program, activity, event or parade or other activities, or
events authorized by the Board of Commissioners of Fannin County.

The reasonable use of amplifiers or loudspeakers during public addresses
which are noncommercial,

The lawful discharge of firearms or weapons when done in accordance with
Georgia Code including, but not limited to, instances specifically authorized
under Article 2 of Chapter 3 of Title 16 (regarding self-defense), § 16-11-
103 (c), § 16-11-104 (a), § 41-1-9, and § 41-1-10,

Section 4, FIREWORKS

It is the intent of this ordinance that noise and light levels are controlled in order to
protect the public health, welfare, and quality of life of residents and visitors within the
County, as well as preserve the natural tranquility of animal environmental habitats.
Additionally, the State of Georgia has recognized and the County of Fannin agrees, that it is
necessary and appropriate to regulate the discharge of firearms, as well as the use, ignite, or
causing to be ignited any fireworks or consumer fireworks, To that end it shall be unlawful
to use, ignite, or cause to be ignited any fireworks or consumer fireworks, as defined by

0.C.G.A. 25-

follows:

10-1, that are plainly audible across a real property boundary line except as



A. Consumer fireworks may be used, ignited, or caused to be ignited on any day
beginning at the time of 10:00 A.M. and up to and including the ending time of 9:00 P.M. In
addition, consumer fireworks may also be used, ignited, or caused to be ignited on January
1, July 3, July 4, and December 31 of each year after the time of 9:00 P.M. and up to and
including the time of 11:59 P.M. and on January 1 of each year beginning at the time of
12:00 Midnight and up to and including the ending time of 1 A.M..

B. In addition to those days set forth herein, consumer fireworks may also be used,
ignited, or caused to be ignited on any other day after the time of 9:00 P.M. and up to and
including the time of 11 P.M,, if a permit for such use or ignition has been issued by the
Fannin County Probate Judge.

C. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this section, the use or ignition of any
fireworks or consumer fireworks is prohibited on any property owned or operated by or
under the custody and control of Fannin County unless a permit has been issued by Fannin
County and provided further that any such use or ignition pursuant to such a permit may
begin no earlier than 10:00 A.M. and end no later than 11:59 P.M..

D. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this section, the use or ignition of
consumer fireworks as provided for herein may not be in a location where such use or
ignition is prohibited pursuant to O.C.G.A. 25-10-2.

E. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this section, the use or ignition of
consumer fireworks are expressly prohibited within 200 yards from a facility housing
equine in a confined area unless such use has been authorized and approved by a special
event permit issued by the Fannin County Probate Judge.

E. Any person, firm, corporation, association, or partnership desiring to conduct a public
exhibition or display of fireworks, whether before a proximate audience, shall first obtain a
permit from the Fannin County Probate Court Judge pursuant to O.C.G.A. 8 25-10-4. Any
such public exhibition or display of fireworks for which a permit is issued pursuant to
0.C.G.A. §25-10-4 shall be exempt from the provisions of this ordinance pertaining to
noise; provided, however, that the permit holder must comply with any and all other
applicable county ordinances and state laws, including those county ordinances pertaining to
the use of property owned or operated by or under the custody and control of Fannin
County.

Section 5. Fire Safety

It is the intent of this ordinance to protect the public health, welfare, and quality of life of
residents and visitors within the County, as well as preserve the natural tranquility of animal
environmental habitats. To that end

A. Property owners, lessees, and guests are responsible for staying aware of local fire
danger levels, burn bans, and restrictions, which may change daily. Property owners
and STR managers are responsible for relaying information to property guests. This



information can be found at the county’s Georgia Forestry Commission office, internet
searches and calls to the EMS office (non emergency number).

B. Property owners, lessees, and guests are responsible for adhering to burn bans and
restrictions.

C. Suggestive practices:

i. No open flames are permitted outside the cabin (including campfires, bonfires,
fire pits, tiki torches, fireworks, or charcoal grills) unless expressly approved
and provided in designated areas.

ii. Gas grills and propane appliances may only be used on non-combustible
surfaces and must never be left unattended.

iii. Do not dispose of ashes, coals, or smoking materials in the woods, near dry
vegetation, or in trash containers.

Section 6. CRYPTO MINING

It is the intent of this ordinance that noise and light levels are controlled in order to protect
the public health, welfare, and quality of life of residents and visitors within the County,
as well as preserve the natural tranquility of animal environmental habitats. To that end,
Crypto Mining is currently prohibited. The power grid for the area does not currently
support such an enterprise. The noise generated by such an enterprise is contradictory to
the intent of this Ordinance.,

Section 6. VIOLATIONS

A. This ordinance shall be enforced by the Fannin County Code Enforcement Officer.

B. Property owners, lessees, visitors not in compliance with this Ordinance or any
section will be notified in writing by the County of the violation and the steps needed
to achieve compliance.

C. Property owners and lessees, if any, not in compliance 14 calendar days after
receiving the written notice shall be subject to the enforcement provisions set out in
the Fannin County Code of Ordinances.

Was approved by the Fannin County Board of Commissioners, after required notice, public
hearings, publication of agenda and a majority vote in favor of adoption on September 9, 2025.
Each ordinance is effective upon adoption.

James V. Hensley II, Chairman

S s WA,

Attest: Sherri Walker, County Clerk



CERTIFICATION

STATE OF GEORGIA

COUNTY OF FANNIN

I, Sherri L. Walker, the duly appointed County Clerk for the Board of
Commissioners of Fannin County, Georgia, and keeper of the minutes in and for the said
Board of Commissioners, do hereby certify that the attached constitutes a full, complete
and correct copy of the original approved by the Fannin County Board of Commissioners

at a regular meeting held on fg;%ﬁ& QA" d 9p2s.

Given under my official signature and seal of office, on this the gfﬁrdday of

Soplemwr , 202K .
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Sherri L. Walker, Certified County Clerk
Fannin County Board of Commissioners

(SEAL OF OFFICE)



